Year 4 Term 1: Throughout this term, children will be covering a topic central to all subjects.
EXPLORERS TOPIC
All areas of the UK National Curriculum are covered through an exciting topic:
Explorers. There will be a challenge set and shared with the children for completion by

the end of term. The challenge your child will be working towards is:

To plan an expedition in your group or with a partner, thinking about transport, clothing, food,

budget, fundraising and communications.

English
In term 1, in English children will be covering the units: information texts and report

writing, creating images through poetry and writing stories from another

culture. Children will be using specific literacy skills to develop our topic theme

of Explorers. They will produce work in different genres, for example; an

information text about Polar Exploration, a report of the voyages of Francis

Drake, a poem creating images of exploration and a story based on a Native

American Indian traditional “Pourquoi” tale.

Maths
In term 1, the main focus for Maths will be on developing number skills. This

will include work on place value, addition and subtraction as well as multiplication

and division. The children will also focus on improving their knowledge of 2D

and 3D shape; perimeters; measures and length; fractions and problem solving

involving numbers in context such as ‘real life’ money problems. Through the
combined creative curriculum topic on Explorers children will be learning directions and compass

points and applying these to map studies.

Science

During term 1, children will be covering the topics of Friction, Food, Dissolving and

Separating as part of our Explorers themed focus. The emphasis will be very

much upon practical investigations and the children will be developing their

scientific enquiry skills to become true scientific thinkers. Over the coming

weeks, the children will learn to recognise the effects of friction and its impact

on our everyday lives. They will also develop an understanding of how this

mysterious force both hindered and helped the endeavours of past explorers.

Children will also investigate the science of food related to exploration and this will

lead to further work about how methods of dissolving and separating vary

significantly depending on the type of material and other environmental factors,

all invaluable information for the budding explorer, I’m sure you’ll agree!

ICT

The children will enhance their ICT skills as they research on the internet to

increase their knowledge of locations and voyages of discovery. They will

improve their word processing and editing text skills through the many

opportunities to present their work. Children will use Google

Earth to map their journey for their planned expedition.

Themed topic: Explorers (includes Art, DT, History, Geography)

In our ‘Explorers’ topic we will be focusing on Polar Exploration, Tudor

Exploration and Exploring the New World (the Americas). The children will

focus on the destinations and difficulties of Polar Explorers, particularly the

journey made by Ernest Shackleton. They will use mapping skills to track the

journey and research skills to widen their knowledge of Antarctica. The voyages

and adventures of Francis Drake will be the main focus of our work on Tudor

Exploration. This will give children an insight into life at sea in this period of

time. The discoveries of the New World will be the last theme, tracking the

journey of Lewis and Clark and their encounters with the Native American

Indians. As a result of what they have learned the children will be designing and

making a parfleche (travelling bag) in the style of Native American Indian

patterns. To compliment the topic of Explorers our focus in art will be

‘Journeys’. The children will learn how to use a sketch book to collect ideas as a

starting point to their own pieces. We will be studying Paul Klee as our Artist

Study and how he made a journey with a pencil.

Music

During term 1, children will be working on developing their skills

through three key areas of study; music theory, singing and drumming. Over the

next few weeks all students will be revising and enhancing their skills in reading

traditional music notation. All students will be working at their own pace and

ability during this topic. Students will be playing and singing songs that inspire

travel and adventure whilst also listening to music from far off and distant

shores.

PE

In  term 1, children will be involved in activities such as invasion games,

gymnastics and dance, relating to their Explorers topic. 
Art 
In term 1, children will design a flag for their expedition to hang up in class. 
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